
In the news this week the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) took center stage as the 
World Economic Forum meeting was taking place in Davos, Switzerland. This meeting is a 
gathering of world and business leaders where this year some of the topics that were discussed 
were artificial intelligence (AI), geopolitical tensions, and energy among others. The World 
Economic Forum has been met with criticism in the past due to a lack of transparency and some 
highly unpopular plans such as “The Great Reset”. The other news dominating the headlines was 
Greenland with President Trump pushing for a resolution to be reached in regards to US interest 
in the Arctic territory. After a lot of back and forth between the United States and NATO allies, 
President Trump announced that they had a framework for a deal after speaking with NATO 
Secretary-General Mark Rutte on Wednesday. This deal is said to include mineral rights deals for 
the US and other partners, but will likely focus more on security and bolstering up Arctic defense 
with President Trump saying in regards to Greenland, “We have so much rare earth, we don’t 
know what to do with it. We don’t need it for anything else.”
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• Equity markets were down this week. The S&P 500 fell -0.34% and closed at 6,915. The Dow 
Jones fell -0.50% and closed at 49,098. The year to date returns for the S&P 500 and the Dow 
Jones are 1.08% and 2.23%, respectively.

• Bond markets rose slightly this week as yields moved lower resulting in a 0.06% for the US 
Aggregate Bond Index. The year to date return for the US Aggregate Bond Index is 0.23%

• The yield on 2-year treasuries rose to 3.60% and the yield on 10-year treasuries rose this 
week also to 4.23%.

• The spot price of WTI Crude Oil rose 3.11% this week and closed at $61.29/barrel. Oil this year 
so far has risen 6.74%

• The spot price of Gold rose 8.34% this week to close at $4,979.54/ounce. So far this year gold 
has risen 15.31%.
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Fact of the Week

$1,000 CAR PAYMENTS. A record one in five (20.3%) of new car buyers who financed their purchase 
committed to monthly payments of over $1,000 during Q4 2025. The average monthly payment for 

financed new vehicle purchases also hit an all-time high of $772. 

(Source: Edmunds)

• Core Personal Consumption Expenditures (PCE) Inflation came in as expected for November 
at a 0.2% increase. Over the last year Core PCE has risen 2.8%.

• The Third Estimate for Q3 2025 came in above consensus at 4.4%. Median analyst forecast 
called for a 4.3% reading. 

• Personal Income came in lower than expected for November at 0.3%. Median analyst forecast 
was for Personal Income to rise 0.4%, in October Personal Income rose 0.1%.

Investment advisory and financial planning services may be o�ered through River Street Advisors, LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Old Second National Bank. River 
Street Advisors, LLC is a registered investment adviser and only transacts business in states where it is properly registered, or is excluded or exempted from registration 
requirements. All investment strategies have the potential for profit or loss. Di�erent types of investments involve varying degrees of risk, and there can be no assurance 
that any specific investment or strategy will be suitable or profitable for a client's investment portfolio. There are no assurances that an investor's portfolio will match or 
exceed any particular benchmark.

Not insured by the FDIC nor any govt institution; Not a deposit or other obligation of, or guaranteed by, the depository financial institution; Subject to investment risks, 
including possible loss of principal amount invested.

Economic Data

Questions?
Your Wealth Management team is here to answer.

Richard Gartelmann, CFP® 
(630) 844-5730

rgartelmann@oldsecond.com

Brad Johnson, CFA, CFP®  
(630) 906-5545

bjohnson@oldsecond.com

Travis Buoy
(630) 906-5488

tbuoy@oldsecond.com

Steve Meves, CFA 
(630) 801-2217

smeves@oldsecond.com

Mike Cava, CFA, CFP® 
(630) 281-4522

mcava@oldsecond.com

Amy Lynch 
(630) 906-5478

alynch@oldsecond.com

Yamilet Suarez 
(630) 844-8633

ysuarez@oldsecond.com

Jacqueline Runnberg, CFP® CDFA® 
(630) 966-2462

jrunnberg@oldsecond.com

Chris LaPorta, AFIM, CTFA 
(630) 264-3002

claporta@oldsecond.com


